‘Mr Poppy’ to go
for clean shave
in epic Tash for
Cash fund-raiser

BIG-hearted Jim QGriffiths is
to shave off the Imperial han-
dlebar moustache he’s been
sporting for 40 years - to raise
cash for hizs favourite cause.
The 73=year-old former soldier from
Paderbem hopes parting with his. trade-
mark whopping whiskers will bring in
F50,000 for the Royal British Legion's
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ing meticuloushy bresh-
ing, hlew deying and orranging his pride and
joy — anoe admired by the Crueen — a rontine he
has kept up for four decades:

HAIRSPRAY

Jim, who oficno tises ot Sam W work on his
Facial hair, acte through bwo cans of kairspray
e

=My tache is geting thaener as [ pet alder
ard 15 a bit past its prame bt Lwill miss it when
it comees. off,” says Jim whao, as chairman of the
BRI Faderbem Branch, has helped raise some
EAS0, 0 orver 20 years.

“But the timeis fght after 40 years. Tamlook-
inpr fyrward tochaving o Jie-in for 2 change!”

The Tush far Cash fupd-raiser 512113 woday
and muns until the day of the shave, expected o
be during the British Day event in Pacerbod an
Seplember 17-1% next e

it Enewn 3 Mr Poppy arownd Paderbom
Ciarrizon begause of the lange hat of poppics be
wears af fund-tnisers, s used o folks staring &t
hriFmi

“Somne say it fooks like 2 lamb chop and ath-
ers say itboaks like 1 have a bone inmy moush,”
says the mamied 73ear-old, who was permil-
ted to grow his tache a8 a serving soldier,
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Support the RBL’s Mr Poppy who
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Jim and his mission to rais

is parting with his much-loved
tache — all in the name of charily

& (ontinned from frort page

Jim srasied growing hix Tacial
decorzaiion when he wns 3 coloor ser-
meant gerving with 3 Light Tnfaniry
im Cypras in 1970, 14 years after he
joined the Army.

He save: "Tdon's knos whey [ psew
the Lache back then but T lef il get hig-
per and Bzoer Then tlee REM sawd 10
ames “Whal the bivady hell have wou
got on your face! T Lockily, the C0
said | could keep it but pat in orders
that no one else was allowed 1o arow
L.

U1 bzzame a mascot for the bawal-
1. Mat e ollicer ever menlioned it
for the rest of my seevice.”

He adds: 1 ance saw o bugle
major with the Royal Green Tackets
who had a fancy mowszache, bul mine
wias way bigger”

Adfier being demobhed in 1933 he
varked for GLEU in Paderborn for
18 years,

MARVELLOUS

In 1995 bie weas made an MBE for
his services to the REL and Pader-
b Ciarmisan,

“When T picked wp my MBE in
1995 ar Buckingham Palzce, the
CQuzen, who hod szen me somewhers
Before, commcnted, “What a marvel-
lons mustache youn bove, Are yoo
the gentleman from the BELY " says
Jim, who celebrates 30 vears of mar-
riage e Helpa next year.

“It’s n lot of work kesping my
tache in ghape. Tt droops @ i rming
and hangs Tlem down fo my chest
- whin wet.
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YT 1 have e leave early in the
maornang, [ fix it che nighc belose
arui sleep an my back.”’

A lmw comrades. trisd to oo it off
during his Seevice days, but Jim al-
ways gof mway in tme.

“I emee hid in an aven in the kich-
=0 of he sergeants’ mese in Minden
when someaene came ofter me with a
pair of scissars,” he snve,

STAGE

Then there was the joker who
swipped the fabel on Jim's can of
hnirspray with one from a can of plas-
fic skin,

“Ie was like chewing pum in your
bair, but 1 wouldn™ cut my tache”

@ lim's shove iz planned o
Lake place on a stzpe in frone of the
Balbuus during Paierbom Gnrrison
imd the Stadt’s British Days event
naxt Sepiember 17-19.

To make 8 denston o Tash
for Cash, use one af the follewing
medbiods of pavinent: Bank detasils:
Sparkasse Paderbormn, Bankleitzahl
JBank Sorting Code 472 301 01,
KonlonummerfAccount  number
17255357, IBAMN: IE 36 4725 0181
(17 2553 37, BiciSwift Code:
WELADED | FEM.

Danatans via Pay Pal 1o be
made oo the email address: evenis.
pad-rblE pormenil, com ar vin the
danation bulton atl the following
Tink on Pacleshom Royal Rntish La-
#iom Weh sites wanrrbipederbom,
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